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What becomes the history that we think we know when historical evidence is fragmentary, entirely
missing, or even contradictory? Lack of primary source evidence sometimes allows unsubstantiated
clams to become the history we read.
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complicated taleénvolving tvo pioneer families in La Crosse history.

In November 1841an 18-yearold from New Yok namedNathan Myrick accompanied by Eben Weld,
built a log cabiron Barron Island (current home to Pettibone Pddk}erve as a trading post with the
Native Americandt was the first permanent white presence in what would later become the city of La
Qosse!

During the winter, Myrick and Weld decided that the east side of the river would be a better location for

their trading post. They dragged logs across the frozen river and usedtitteefollowing springo bund
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Crosse, and eventuallthe city of La Crosse.

While on a visit back to his home in New York in 1843, Nathan Myrick married Rebecca Vghitenon

a visit back to his home in New York in 1843, Nathan Myrick married Rebecca Ismon. Their first child was
a son born in 1844, but the boy died in 1845 and was buried in La Crosse; his remains were later
reinterred in what became Oak Grove CemetémyOctoberl847, Nathan and Rebecca Myrick became
parents of twins. But none of these children were born in La Crosse; they were born in Prairie du Chien.
The older town down the rivawas the county seat of Crawford Countghichat that time

encompasedwhat is now La Crosse Counlywas also the place where the traders and explorers,

including Nathan Myrick, obtained their supplies

The last name of the first child born in Prairie La Crosse wadyratk, andnot Eckelit was Miller.

After Ebenweld left forother opportunitiesin Minnesota,NathanMyrick formed a business partnership
in early 1842 with a futrading acquaintance named HarmdnBo6 & { O avallér.& £ 0

When Nathan and Rebecca Myrick had traveled to La Crosse from Newaftéotkeir marriage in 1843
they brought along Lasa Pearson. Pearsomade the journeyo visit somerelativesin lllinois, but she
ended up going all the way to La Crosse and spending the winteMxitAnd Mrs.Myrick® Louisa was
wSo0 SOOI a @ NRelkktca klyrick andzBokisa ®earson were the first white women to live in La
CrosseWhen spring camedPearson went back to Illinois. In 4Harmon J. B. Milldook a tripto

Galena, lllinoisand returned to La Crosse with his new bribdeyisaPearsorf

Accordingan 1881 history of La Crosse Courtle first birth in La Crossenm y n was a daughter to
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their family Bible thaher mother wasorn in Prairie du Chien, not La CradsalsoshowedHarmon
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that she was born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, on October 20, 1847. The person who supplied this

information was her daughter, Louise PatfDne wonders if Louise had forgotten about the family

.A0fS YR G2t R (GKS dpftRofidelhad beemMithrépigdrt Frefcolihding G K S ND &
name in WisconsiriThen the undertaker looked at a map or list of cities in Wisconsin and saw Fond du

Lac first. We can only speculate.

HARMON J. B. MILLER

(Sanford & HirshheimeA History of La Crosse, Wisconsin 18800, page 23)

The 1850 federal census shows Harmon J. B. Miller, then 45 years old, farming at Bad Axe in the present
day Vernon County. His wife, Louisa, was 27 years old, and daughter, Maothan Wisconsinwas
three years old?
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La Crosse Country Club on the east side of the city at the base of the bluffs. Harmon J. B. Miller died in

1862 at the age of 56, and is buried in Oak Grove Cemétery.
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recorded by the census takerinconsistentvith his birth year (1806) given inLaa Crosse Triburagticle
on October 9, 1949, and the plague on his gravestone in Oak Grove Cemetery.
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the October 9, 1949.a Crosse Triburaticle that her grandmotheand mother made the trip to

California togethet’ The 1881 history of La Crosse County mentioned Matha Millerlived in lllinois

at some time'® If Louisa and Harmon Miller separataffer just a few years of marriagé would make

sensefor Louisao go to lllinoisfirst because shéad relatives there.

Mrs. Harmon ]. B. Miller

(Sanford & HirshheimeA History of La Crosse, Wisconsin 18400, page 58)

Louisa (Pearson) Miller and daughter Martha Mijterneyedto California with some friends to visit
Louis® lrother in California. They must have likethiere because they stayed in Califorrifa.

On August 10, 1869, Martha Miller married George PEBB41927)in Butte County, Californi&

George was a carpenter who had been born in Pennsylvamizey lied inChico, Californigbefore

moving to Redlands, California 1902. After a brief stay in Redlands, they moved to Los Angeles in
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Angeles?

Martha (Miller)Parry, the first white child supposedly born in La Crosted on June 10, 1917, at the
age of69. She was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Los Angeles, Caffornia.

While living in northern Californid)artha Parryhadher only child, a daughter naméguise. Louise

Parry, then living in Los Angeles, visited La Criog9etober 1949. Miss Parry was the only descendant
of Harmon J. B. Millef.She was a teachén a public schodP
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chico,_California
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/religious/womens-christian-temperance-union/
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/religious/womens-christian-temperance-union/
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her long life--Mary EckeRuplin

Adam Eckel was born in Hamburg, Germany, on June 24, 1824. When he was sixteen yrea&Aald

Eckel emigrated to the United States. He settled in Pittsburgh where he met Maryricatbes were

married in 185X His bride was born in Spielburg, Germany, on May 27, 1827.

Most modern couples take a honeymoon trip after their marriage, but Mr. and Mrs. Eckel took a trip by

boatin 1851to La Crosse, Wisconsin, where they were amoegetirly settlers im villagesituatedon a

sand prairieon whatcould be characterized as the western frontim November of 1851, La Crosse
O2yaraitSR 2F aaS@SyidSSy ZRhSpodulatisriothelvifaie oblLdzirasygeS & & 0 dz
was only285 people®

Just months later, on March 1, 1852, their first child, a daughter also named Mary, wag\btre.time
of her birth, the Eckel family lived in the only frame house in Prairie La Cfosse.

The Eckel famillater claimed that young Mary was the first child born in La Crosse, and this was
repeated in several newspaper articles in the 1900s.

Martha Miller would have beenboutfive years old at tat time, and it is hard to believe that the Eckel
family did not knav about her in such a small communiBut, if Louisa Miller and her daughter,
Martha, really did go to California in 18%8)d maybe lllinois even before thatny acquaintance may
have been fleetingr nonexistent Her father, Harmon Miller was still ira Crosse until his death in
1862. After that, the first clainffound by the authorabout Mary Ekel being first born in La Crosse was
made more than 40 years later.

La Crosse already had a hotel, the Augusta House, but Adam Eckel built another arshjurstdistance
away. The Eckel family lived in the hotel along with boarders who were some of the prominent men in
early La CrosseTaylor, Levy, Rose, and Losey. The hotel was one of about 36 buildings destroyed in a
massive downtown fire iMarch1862 In a 1932 interview, Mary (Eckel) Ruplimo was just shy of ten
years old at the time of the firesaid:& believe | was one of the first to notice the fifehere was a

blizzard raging, and as | looked out of the hotel window, | saw the Augugti¢sisg on fire. |

summoned my father, who was one of the officials of the old [fire] brigade organization, and the alarm
gl a a2ty RSRdE

The firestartedin the Augusta House about 5:00 p.m. on March 18, 1862. What were described-as gale
force winds fannedhe flamesfor five hoursas they consumed building after building in downtown La

Cross€e® Five acres of businesses in the area of Pearl and Front streetguseashes the next
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up to that time3*

The Eckel family had lost their home as well as their business. Fortunately for them, Adam Eckel owned
a house at 2 and Jay streets where they lived after the fife.

Adam Eckel was the alderman for the Secwvatd in the city of La Crosse in 1864.

By 1868, Adam Eckel was back in business as the owner of the La Crosse and Alma Stage Company. They
were then living at 14 Souti'®Street®” The 1870 census lists his occupation as teamster. By this time,
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Adam aml Mary Eckel had five children: Mary, Henry, John, Minnie, and Afffieie 1873 city directory
shows his occupation as blacksmithd residence as 44 Soutff Street®® He had the same addre¢&™
and Jay streetsgndthe occupation in 1876andhewas Istedas a teamster in 1878 His address and
occupation was the same two years later in 1880.

Adam Eckehad moved to 808 South"Street by 1885. Adam was still working as a teant$telis
occupation and address were the same in 18&8d 1890* He 4ill lived at 808 South'SStreet in
My gpp X odzi KA&a 200dzLd GA2Yy KI*Rlar)(Edke)) RplR saidder tatReB | £ SNI A
L FyGSR GNBSa Ay Ylye 2F GRS OAGeQa LINJ& YR NBO

The 1900 Federal Census shows Adam and Hekgl owning the house at 808 SouthSreet (later

Fifth Avenue) and Adarstill working as a day laborer at the age of 75. Their daughter andinsiany,

Mary and Jacob Rupland their six childrepwere living with thenf’a I NB | y Ron\Wred Bi$ Q &
his wife and young daughtgwere living in the house tot.

808 8" Avenue South

Four generations of the Eckel family lived in this house in ;lif@0now subdivided into three
apartments

(Photo by Jeff Rand, 2022 April 29)
Adam Eckel died on February 21, 1905, after being ill just a few days with influenza that progressed to 3
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the EckesRuplin home at 808 Souti'Street, and he was buried in Oak Grove Cemetery.

Themyth of Mary (Eckel) Ruplin as the first white child born in La Crosse was thus estalifigHest

not already bee JINR 2 NJ (i 2

I R . Was i®4n Sdnéstimistal& lorimisinterpretation by a

KAa

reporter, orwas it a false belief or a false representation by the family? Mary (Miller) Parry, by this time
in late middle age and living in California for nearly all of her life, was most likelyaot afthe Eckel
or Ruplin familiesn La Crosse, Wisconsin.

Mary Eckel joined her husband in Oak Grove Cemetery six years after his death in 1905. She died at the
age of 83 on April 29, 1911, at 412 SouftStreet. She had lived witter daughterMary (Eckel)

Ruplirk

Iy R

ADAM

JUNE 24,!8%4
FEB. 21,1905

MARY

MAY 28,1827

APR. 29,1911
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The Eckel gravestone in Oak Grove Cemetery

(Photo courtesy of La Crosse Area Genealogical Sg€ietiya Gravevebsite

Mary Eckehadwed 28yearold Jacob Ruplion Augist 24, 1871, when she wa$ years old. They
would have six childretogether. Karl Emma, Will, Arthur, Walter, and Fred.

Jacob Ruplin was born in 1843 in Schaffhausen, Switzerland, in 1843. He took up the trade of cabinet
making. When he was 23 yeanisl, Ruplin came to the United States. He worked briefly in Washington,
D.C, from 1866 until the spring of 1867, when he moved to La Crddeanitially made his living in La
Crosse as a contractor and buildé@t KS wmy c ¢
maker for Tillman Brothersirniture company*
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In 1880, Jacob and Mary Ruplin were living at the northeast cornercdii@ Division street®
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Jacob John Ruplin

(La Crosse Tribun&915 May 21, page 7)

By 1884, theiaddress was shown as 421 Soutl Street. Jacob was working as a pattern maker for
the John James & CbThis business was located at the southeast corner of Front and King streets
GD22Ra 2F Fff RSAONARLIIAZYya YIydzZFl OGdzZNBER YR FdzZN}yA

They had movet to 1222 Madison Street by 1888The city directory in 1890 shows Jacob Ruplin living
at that address and still employed as a pattern maRer.

Sometime in 1890, Jacob and Mary Ruplin moved to Duluth, Minnesota, where they lived for about five
years®Int mM@poH AYUISNBASGZ al NB wdzZL)f Ay a4l ARZI aLYy My dpmz
4dz33Sa0SR ¢S a0FNI I ol 1SNE® 2S RARSI StP¢rRapsh ' A& ai
they started a bakery in Dulutand Mary was referring to when thfamily started in the bakery

business.
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When they returned to La Crosse in 1895, Jacob and Mary b(bughINJ\ a G A ba}(eryat KrERIND &
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Under their ownership, the business was so successful that they built a new bakery building in 1900 at
412 South # Street. They lived in a house next door to the bakery, at 414 SGuBitréet® That house

was already on the 1#bot-by-60-foot lot whenthey purchased the property, and the house was

moved a short distance to the south to make room for the new bakery building. Members of the Ruplin
family lived on the second floor of the bakery building 0.

In the early years, the Ruplin Bakenid bead and pastries throughout the citBakers worked from 6
p.m. to 5 a.m. At 5:30 a.m., a hordeawn wagon was loaded and sent out into the city whityve baked
goods were transferred to carts operated by delivery b&y/ken the boys came by ringing théells,
housewivesvalkedout to the carts to make their selections 1911, the company purchased its first

car, for a little over $1,000, to expedite deliveries to the north side of the city. William Ruplin drove the
car, which had a top speed of jud iniles per hourThe retail store at the bakery was open from 6 a.m.
to 9 p.m. every day of the week. The second ward school was just north of the bakery, and children
eagerly bought rolls for 10 cents a dozmrtwo cookies for a penn§f.
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