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1945 October 8-14 
 

Men & Machines Moving Mountains 
 

 
(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 October 14, page 3) 

 
World War II demonstrated that the application of money, manpower, and machines could 
accomplish apparently impossible tasks in the face of seemingly insurmountable obstacles. 
 
First Sgt. John J. Mueller of La Crosse was just one of the tens of thousands of men who fulfilled 
this role during the war. 
 
John Joseph Mueller was born on January 26, 1919, in La Crosse, Wisconsin.1 His parents were Carl and 
Mary (Sieber) Mueller.2 Carl and Mary Mueller were married in La Crosse on June 6, 1917.3 In May 1923, 
Carl Mueller was hired as a patrolman with the La Crosse police department. He became captain of the 
third shift in August 1943 and retired from the police department in September 1945. Their residence 
was at 1116 South 3rd Street.4 
 
A 1937 graduate of La Crosse Central High School, John Mueller played hockey in his junior and senior 
years. In his spare time, he liked to go fishing.5 
 

 
John J. Mueller 

(Booster, La Crosse Central High School yearbook, 1937) 
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After high school, Mueller graduated from the La Crosse College of Commerce and got a job at the Trane 
Company.6 His job at Trane was "punch press operator." He lived at home with his parents, a brother, 
and a sister.7 
 
John Mueller joined the U.S. Army Air Force on July 23, 1941.8 He had basic training at Ft. Belvoir, 
Virginia.9 In March of that year, Ft. Belvoir had begun basic military engineer training, so Mueller had 
that course to prepare him for the work he would do during the war.10 
 
Mueller served in the China-Burma-India Theater during World War II.11 He was part of the massive 
effort to keep supplies flowing to the Chinese to keep them in the war against the Japanese. The jungles, 
mountains, rivers, and swamps of the region made this particularly challenging, even without the 
interference of Japanese troops.  
 

 
 

Aerial view of the Burma Road  
(National Museum of the United States Air Force) 

 

https://home.army.mil/belvoir/index.php/about/history
https://home.army.mil/belvoir/index.php/about/history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China_Burma_India_Theater
https://history.army.mil/brochures/indiaburma/indiaburma.htm
https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/Visit/Museum-Exhibits/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/196660/eab-in-china-burma-india/
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Sgt. Mueller was a member of the Burma Road Engineers. His unit built airstrips, convoy way-stations, 
and restored part of the Burma Road used by the Allies during the Salween campaign. The road they 
constructed between Myitkyina in Burma to Tengchong in China shortened the supply route from India 
to China by 200 miles. They also built the first Bailey Bridge in China.12 
 
After the war ended, First Sgt. Mueller was transferred to Camp Ting Hao in Kunming, China, in 
preparation for his return to the United States. Ting Hao (meaning "OK" in Chinese) was a tent city in the 
foothills of the Himalaya Mountains.13 
 
John Mueller was discharged from the Army Air Force on October 31, 1945.14 
 
World War II created an urgent boon in construction at home and abroad. Military facilities, 
transportation infrastructure, ordnance factories, hospitals, and airfields were built or expanded under 
accelerated time tables because of the war.15 Even the massive headquarters for the United States 
armed forces, the Pentagon, was completed in just 16 months from September 11, 1941, to January 15, 
1943, by more than 15,000 workers toiling around the clock.16 All of these projects, from the home front 
to the front lines, required enormous investments of time, manpower, and money. It was the engineers 
and construction workers who made all of it happen. 
 

 
 

The Pentagon 
(Encyclopedia Virginia) 

 
 

https://history.army.mil/brochures/burma42/burma42.htm
https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/2019/01/08/the-salween-offensive-blundering-to-success-in-burma/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Myitkyina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tengchong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bailey_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kunming
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himalayas
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Pentagon_The
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Pentagon_The
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Following his discharge from the armed forces, John Mueller returned to his job at the Trane Company. 
He worked there for 44 years until he retired as a production manager.17 He married Jane Ann Coughlin, 
who was a 1938 graduate of La Crosse Aquinas High School.18 They had two sons and two daughters.19 
 
John Mueller lived to be 90 years old. He died on November 5, 2009, in Lexington, Kentucky, not quite 
two years after his wife died. He was buried at the Camp Nelson National Cemetery at Nicholasville, 
Kentucky.20 
 
The road to victory in World War II extended all the way from the interior of the United States to the 
most far-flung outposts overseas. Every yard of that road was paved by men like John J. Mueller of La 
Crosse, Wisconsin.  
 
 
Jeff Rand 
Adult Services Librarian 
La Crosse Public Library 
jrand@lacrosselibrary.org 
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