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Combat Infantryman's Badge
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Combat Infantryman's Badge
(Reddick Militaria)

Generals and armchair strategists have long called the infantry "the Queen of Battle" and " the point of
the spear." The infantrymen themselves are more likely to use more prosaic nicknames, such as "ground
pounders," "foot sloggers," or even "cannon fodder."

Many men and women served in the armed forces during World War Il, but the infantry faced the most
constant danger and worst living conditions. It was the soldiers on the ground who had to directly face
the enemy and take ground to win battles.

The Combat Infantryman's Badge was created on November 15, 1943, as a special award to recognize
the courage, skill, and sacrifice of the infantry. The criteria were established by a War Department
publication and made retroactive to December 7, 1941, the date the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.
"The badge consists of a silver musket mounted on a blue-enameled rectangle one-half inch wide and
three inches long, superimposed on a silver wreath of oak leaves open at the top." For additional awards
of the CIB, stars are added at the opening of the oak leaves. In 1944, Congress granted an extra ten
dollars per month pay for recipients Combat Infantryman's Badge. It is considered "the most prestigious
badge in the U.S. Army."*

This week we highlight articles about three La Crosse soldiers who earned the Combat Infantryman's
Badge. They are just three of many La Crosse County soldiers who received that distinction.


https://www.benning.army.mil/infantry/magazine/FAQs.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTRLSKPmhoA
https://www.cibassoc.com/about/combat-infantryman-badge/
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 28, page 7)

Shiftar Given
Combat Badge

WITH THE. 100TH DIVISION,
17TH ARMY, Ge any-—(Special)
| —Pfc. Joseph! Shiftar, 1128 Gil-
| lette street, La Crosse, Wis., has
been awarded the combat infan-
tryman’s bad

The local scidier's unit is a part
{of the victoriaus 7th United States
farmy commanded by Lieut. Gen.
“Wude H. Haislip. The first Ameri»
fcan army to taste corhbat in

|

IWm Id war 1I, the 7th was born at |

sea on D-1 of the Sicilian inva-
ision. After
out of Sicily in 37 days of hard,
fast. fighting the Tth became the
mystery army of the European
'theater until revealing its power
in the invasion.of southern France,

From the beaches of the French
Riviera the forces of the 7th army
launched a drive that was to carry
them more -than 1,000 miles
through“the hgart of Fortress Ger-
many. No other army has fought
lover so long a route or has liberat-
ed so vast an yrea as the 7th. Dur-
ing this

sweeping the enemy .

history-making drive A

s o«

| which carried it over the Maritime

Alps, the rugged Vosges range,
across the Rhine and Danube riv-
ers, the men of the 7th captured
more than 650,000 prisoners. This
'total includes only those prisoners

taken in combat and does not in--

clude the thousands who surren-
dered ¢n masse when the German
19th army and Germany army
group G capitulated to the Tth.

In agidition to the tremendous
toll of: prisoners taken,.elements
of the 7th army liberated thou-
sarids of Allied prisoners of war
when they overran German pnson
camps.

|

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 29, page 4)
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Humorous Things, Not Starkness O
Are Recollections Of One La Crosse So
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hospital near Paris and a convales-
cent home near Cherbourg that he
took an uncomfortable train ride
returning to the replacement cen-

In a box-like compartment of
the third class coach the men and
their equipment were so crowded

.

that some slept out in the corri- |up

dor, while Lloyd tried the short
and narrow luggage shelf, He tied
himself down with a tent rope be-
cause the previous occupant had

fallen off and on top of his sleep-
ing comrades below.
Made Own Stoves

men made stoves out of tin cans
and used the oiled K-ration covers
. | for fuel. When the smoke became
unbearable,. they opened the win<
dows, thus reducing the tempera-
ture so much that they had to start
all Oc:‘va' aagin with their fires.

says that animals talk, Lloyd slept
in a stable, he says, if the animals
said anything he couldn’t under+
stand them,

Christmas

of turkey and all the fixings]
Christmas night was spent in g
brick kiln, where the men slept on
the three tiers -of brick-drying
racks with the cold

famous Hartz mountains, but when
he arrived there, he said they
were covered with' low-hanging

To combat the bitter cold the

Christmas Eve, when legend

Day brought d dinner

blowing
the slats. |
Lloyd was anxious to see the

MORNING; JULY

v

arfare,
Idier
lgok;d Just like any

—they
with

n h

rows of corn.:

Sailed On July 1.
By V-E Daj Lloyd's group had
fought their way to Sudetenland in
Czechoslovakia. May 28, 1945,
to the 86th

Of W

their straight,
ing one of

he was i

chemical moytar battalion. He
sailed for homie with that unit on
July 1. g |

He has been in La Crosse with
his wife, Zelma, at the home of her
parents, Mr.® and Mrs. ter

Schwartz, 4 South Seventh
street. His r, Mrs, Seth M.
Lloyd, forme of 1005 Cameron

avenue, now lives in Flint, Mich.
Lloyd enteréd the army on Oct.
13, 1943, from Deétroit, trained at
Camp Fannin, Tex,, and went over-
seas on March 23; 1944, where he
joined the First antry division |

'| as ammunition begrer in a 60 mm. |

mortar squad.® |
Hé received the bronze star for
heroic achievement on the invasion
beach for what hHe says was only
part of his duty as ammunition
bearer. :
| Official reports say his group
was separatel by one-half mile
from the main unit, and that he
crawled back and forth on his
hands and knees under hostile ob-
servatio deljvering important
ammunition t¢ his comrades to en-
able them to fight their way out.

Has Five Battle Stars

He wears the combat infantry-
man’s badge, g conduct medal,
bronze star, p; le heart, the presi-
dential unit tion and the ETO
ribbon with five Battle stars.

Two of Llaoyd’s:brothers are in
the service: M. Sgt. Seth M. Lloyd,
with the signal corps in the Philip-
pines, who has served since Feb-
ruary, 1941, and S3c Malcolm
Lloyd, in the nayy since June,
1944, statiohed at the navy pier in

Chicago.

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 29, page 12)

In 2005 there was finally recognition that soldiers in support units can also be exposed to combat with
the enemy. The Combat Action Badge is an award for those circumstances.


https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2008-title32-vol3/pdf/CFR-2008-title32-vol3-sec578-72.pdf
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Combat Action Badge
(Stars and Stripes)

Whether the emblem is a rifle or a bayonet, these awards are fitting recognition for those who are
exposed to the dirty work of war that so few of us ever have had to experience.

Jeff Rand

Adult Services Librarian
La Crosse Public Library
jrand@lacrosselibrary.org

Sources & Notes:

! Jerold E. Brown, ed., Historical Dictionary of the U.S. Army (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2001), 117.
Qualifications and regulations are spelled out in the Code of Federal Regulations.



https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2008-title32-vol3/xml/CFR-2008-title32-vol3-sec578-69.xml

