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Combat Infantryman's Badge 
 

 
Combat Infantryman's Badge 

(Reddick Militaria) 
 

Generals and armchair strategists have long called the infantry "the Queen of Battle" and " the point of 
the spear." The infantrymen themselves are more likely to use more prosaic nicknames, such as "ground 
pounders," "foot sloggers," or even "cannon fodder."  
 
Many men and women served in the armed forces during World War II, but the infantry faced the most 
constant danger and worst living conditions. It was the soldiers on the ground who  had to directly face 
the enemy and take ground to win battles.  
 
The Combat Infantryman's Badge  was created on November 15, 1943, as a special award  to recognize 
the courage, skill, and sacrifice of the infantry. The criteria were established by a War Department 
publication and made retroactive to December 7, 1941, the date the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. 
"The badge consists of a silver musket mounted on a blue-enameled rectangle one-half inch wide and 
three inches long, superimposed on a silver wreath of oak leaves open at the top." For additional awards 
of the CIB, stars are added at the opening of the oak leaves.  In 1944, Congress granted an extra ten 
dollars per month pay for recipients Combat Infantryman's Badge. It is considered "the most prestigious 
badge in the U.S. Army."1 

 
This week we highlight articles about three La Crosse soldiers who earned the Combat Infantryman's 
Badge. They are just three of many La Crosse County soldiers who received that distinction. 

https://www.benning.army.mil/infantry/magazine/FAQs.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTRLSKPmhoA
https://www.cibassoc.com/about/combat-infantryman-badge/


2 
 

 
 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 28, page 7) 
 

 
 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 29, page 4) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 29, page 12) 
 
In 2005 there was finally recognition that soldiers in support units can also be exposed to combat with 
the enemy. The Combat Action Badge is an award for those circumstances. 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2008-title32-vol3/pdf/CFR-2008-title32-vol3-sec578-72.pdf
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Combat Action Badge 
 

(Stars and Stripes) 
 
Whether the emblem is a rifle or a bayonet, these awards are fitting recognition for those who are 
exposed to the dirty work of war that so few of us ever have had to experience.  
 
Jeff Rand 
Adult Services Librarian 
La Crosse Public Library 
jrand@lacrosselibrary.org 
 
Sources & Notes: 
                                                           
1 Jerold E. Brown, ed., Historical Dictionary of the U.S. Army (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2001), 117. 

Qualifications and regulations are spelled out in the Code of Federal Regulations. 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2008-title32-vol3/xml/CFR-2008-title32-vol3-sec578-69.xml

