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1945 August 27-September 2 
 

Labor Produced a Victory 
 

Labor Day in 1945 was Monday, September 3. 
 
The originator of Labor Day is disputed, but the first Labor Day celebration was done by the Central 
Labor Union in New York City on September 5, 1882.  Some cities established municipal ordinances to 
honor workers in 1885 and 1886. The first state law for a Labor Day observance was passed in Oregon 
on February 21, 1887. On June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act making the first Monday in September 
a national holiday to honor workers.1 
 

 
(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 September 2, page 8) 
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This Labor Day had special significance because it coincided with the end of the most destructive war in 
human history. It was American labor, the men and women in the factories, shops, shipyards, and farms, 
that were a big part of bringing about the victory of the Allied nations against Germany and Japan.  
 
The statistics provide ample evidence: 
 

• American industry manufactured almost two-thirds of all Allied military equipment 

• American factories made 297,000 aircraft, 193,000 artillery pieces, 86,000 tanks, and 2,000,000 
army trucks 

• After the Battle of Midway in June 1942, Japan built six new aircraft carriers; the United States 
built 17 

• The Ford Motor Company plant at Ypsilanti, Michigan, completed a B-24 Liberator bomber every 
63 minutes; each of these airplanes had 1,550,000 parts 

• The United States launched more new ships in 1941 than Japan did in the entire war 

• The United States built more airplanes in one year  (1944) than Japan did from 1939 to 1945 

• Twenty-four million people moved to work in defense industry jobs 

• "By the end of the war, more than half of all industrial production in the world would take place 
in the United States."2 

 

• A Douglas aircraft factory in California finished a new airplane every hour 

• American workers produced 15 million guns, more than 20 million helmets, and 165 million 
military coats 

• In 1944, American steel mills were producing 89 million tons of steel 

• Coca-Cola made more than 5 billion bottles and cans of their soft drink for the troops 

• The Hershey Company turned out 24 million chocolate bars a week for soldiers' rations 

• More than 9 million farmworkers cultivated more than a billion acres of land to produce food 
for the United States and its allies3 

• American farmers produced 22% more food in 1945 than in 1940; food grain production 
increased by 50%4 
 

• American industry employed 17.5 million workers to produce $136 billion in war supplies 

• This included 43,000,000,000 rounds of ammunition, 43,400,000 bombs, 196,000,000 uniforms, 
and 98,000,000 pairs of shoes5 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 September 1, page 3) 
 

This advertisement by Erickson Bakers rightly celebrates the contribution of labor to victory in World 
War II. But "American Labor" was still portrayed as a male-dominated field, despite the number of 
women in the workforce. Women made important contributions to the labor force during the war. 
 

• Eight million women became part of the nation's workforce during the war6 

• By 1943, women made up almost one-third of the American workforce7 

• There was an organization called Women Ordnance Workers (WOWs)8 

• About two million American women worked in defense industries9 

• Women made up 36% of the labor force in the aviation industry10 

• Women were 10% of shipyard workers by 194411 

• The number of black women in industry increased by 11.3% during the war12 

• Women also carried the load in a host of volunteer capacities on the home front  
 

Labor has always been one of the components of this country's greatest achievements, and Labor Day in 
1945 was one of the best examples in our nation's history. 
 
 
Jeff Rand 
Adult Services Librarian 
La Crosse Public Library 
jrand@lacrosselibrary.org 

https://www.nps.gov/spar/learn/news/wows-to-the-rescue.htm
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