1945 April 16-22
Killed, But Not By the Enemy

Col. Krause:
Dies n Lzon

has been in the army since 1917,
when he was . graduated from
West Point. He was graduated
from La Crosse high school in
1910 and from La Crosse State
Teachers college in- 1912,
World war 1, Col
Krause was with the 41st Infan-
try from 1917 to 1919. He was
with the 8th, Infantry in Germany
and the United States from 1919
to 1025, and then was with the
18th Infantry from 1926 to 1929,
From 1934 to 1938 Col. Krause
was assigned to the 10th Infantry,

try in Manila-from 1938 to.1940.
In 1042 he was assigned to the
305th Infantry.

His war record shows he was
|with the Polish typhus relief ex-
'pedition in 1919,

He is survived by his wife, who
lives in New York City; one
daughter, Elaine, a student at
Sweetbriar, Va.; three brothers,
George E. and Willlam of La
Crosse and Arthur of Los An-
geles; and one sister, Mrs, A. C.
Rennebohm of La Crosse.

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 April 17, page 1)




Deaths in war are not always the result of combat. There are many ways to die in a war that has nothing
to do with battles. The death of La Crosse native Emil Krause is just one example.

Colonel Krause was killed in a traffic accident involving a Jeep on the island of Luzon in the Philippines.
Although the article does not provide details, his death was most likely the result of a collision or a
rollover, or a combination of both. The versatile Jeeps were small open-air vehicles without a roof or
doors, so the occupants had almost no protection when they crashed into something or rolled over.!

A World War Il jeep goes airborne
(CarCovers.com)

Emil Krause grew up at 1512 Mississippi Street in La Crosse. His father, Edward C. Krause, worked for the
V. Tausche Hardware Co. for 28 years and for the Krause Clothing Company for 20 years.?

Emil Krause graduated from La Crosse High School in 1910. Then he graduated from the two-year
teacher training course at the La Crosse State Normal school in 1912.3

Krause's first teaching job was in Superior, but after one year he resigned so he could study for the
examinations necessary to gain admittance to the prestigious United States Military Academy at West
Point.* By early May of 1914, Krause had passed the examinations and secured an appointment to West
Point from Congressman John J. Esch. When he reported for duty on June 15, 1914, Krause was the fifth
man from La Crosse ever to be appointed to West Point.®

After the United States entered World War | in early 1917, the Army officers accelerated Krause's
education at West Point. The Class of 1918 was graduated and commissioned in August 1917.°



Krause was a career Army infantry officer, rising from Lieutenant to Captain, to Major, to Lt. Colonel,
and finally Colonel. Krause served in an infantry regiment from 1917 to 1919. He was part of the Polish
Typhus Relief Expedition in Warsaw in 1919. The interwar years saw him serving with infantry regiments
in Germany and the United States, as well as in the Philippines for two years.” He also did a stint as a
Reserve Officer Training Corps instructor at the University of Minnesota in the early 1930s.2

Early in World War II, he was assigned to the 305th Infantry Regiment.® The 305th Infantry Regiment
was reactivated and reorganized at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, in March 1942.1°

Three years later, Colonel Emil Krause was in that ill-fated convoy on Luzon.

His widow, who he had married in Germany in 1922, was the former Edna DeWitt Kelly of New York
City.1

Non-battle deaths have occurred in war probably as long as there has been war.

The American Civil War was the deadliest conflict in American history, but the majority of soldiers died
from disease instead of battle by a ratio of five to three.!? Two-thirds of the military deaths in the
American Civil War were caused by disease. Primitive sanitation and rudimentary medical care were the
main contributing factors.®

During World War I, the influenza pandemic killed 15,849 soldiers in France and an additional 30,000 in
military camps stateside.!® Those 45,849 dead were more than all the American military deaths in the
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 combined.®®

In World War 1I, three out of every 1,000 American servicemen died from causes other than combat.!®
For the Army alone, 75,280 men died of non-battle injuries and disease (60,054 from injuries and 15,226
from disease). By comparison, battle caused 225,165 deaths.’

The World War Il armed forces were not consistent in what was counted in their casualty statistics. The
Army and Army Air Force categorized such deaths as "DNB = Died Non-Battle" for "Army personnel who
died in the line-of-duty, from sickness, homicide, suicide, or accidents outside combat areas [emphasis
added]. This would include deaths during training and maneuvers outside combat areas." The Navy,
Marines, and Coast Guard "only listed those men on active duty that died as a direct result of enemy
action or from operational activities against the enemy in designated war zones from 7 December 1941
until the end of the war."'® By the Army definition, Emil Krause would be counted as a battle casualty
because he died in a combat area, even though the cause of death was a traffic accident.

In the U.S. Army during World War Il, there were about 17 million hospital admissions due to illness or
accidents. Two million of these were attributed to accidents, so hospitalizations for illness were about
15 million. That compared to about one million combat casualties.®

Training for deadly combat could itself be lethal. Men drowned while practicing river crossings.
Parachutes failed to open. Some training was conducted with live ammunition, so accidents were
inevitable.

Camp McCoy in nearby Monroe County was a training base for many servicemen during the war, and it
provides a few examples of death and injury during training. Three McCoy soldiers were killed when



their car collided head-on with a semi-trailer on Highway 16 near Bangor in November 1942.%° Two
soldiers were seriously injured and four more had minor injuries in an accident on the artillery range in
June 1943.2! A Second Lieutenant from Rhode Island, training with the 76th Infantry Division, was
"instantly killed” in August 194422

Aircraft were a major killer of servicemen, and not just in combat. Aircraft crashed because of weather,
mechanical problems, and human error. The United States lost 65,164 planes during World War Il, but
just 22,948 of those were because of combat. Accidents in the United States brought down 21,583, and
accidents overseas claimed 20,633. Combat killed 52,173 American aircrew, but accidents killed another
25,844. Just learning to fly warplanes resulted in the deaths of 15,000 trainees.?® Often neglected are
the 38 female WASP pilots who died while flying military aircraft.?*

Even the servicemen who did not fly were not totally safe. Corporal Floyd Hortum of Black River Falls, a
member of the Medical Corps attached to the Army Air Force, died by falling from the top of a 70-foot
tower at an airfield in England.?

Just being around so many weapons was a risk factor. A combat-seasoned paratrooper in the 101st
Airborne Division took a pistol as a souvenir from the body of a German officer that he had killed. The
pistol was in his right pocket as he walked around, with his hands in his pockets, talking to his comrades
about his recent exploit. The pistol went off in his pocket sending a bullet into his thigh. The bullet hit an
artery, and he bled to death despite the efforts of a medic.?®

Of La Crosse County men in the Army during World War II, 37 of them died from non-battle causes in a
war zone.”’

Colonel Emil Krause, the West Point graduate from La Crosse who served his country as a career Army
officer for 28 years, died in a simple vehicle accident amidst the vicious carnage of a world war. It
matters little whether his death or all the other deaths that did not happen at the hands of the enemy is
categorized as battle or non-battle; they were all tragic losses in a time filled with many tragic losses.

Jeff Rand

Adult Services Librarian
La Crosse Public Library
jrand@lacrosselibrary.org
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