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During World War II, many windows in La Crosse County were festooned with Blue Star Banners or flags. 
Also known as the Service Flag, each blue star stood for a family member serving in the armed forces. 
 
It was created by Army Captain Robert L. Queisser of Ohio in 1917. Queisser had two sons serving in 
Europe during World War I. It was adopted as the unofficial symbol for parents who had a child in the 
armed forces. A Blue Star Mothers organization was formed during World War I.1 
 
The Department of War issued specifications and guidelines for the manufacture and display of the 
banner during World War II. The banner could have up to five stars.2 
 
This week, we feature a couple of families who had multiple blue stars on their banners. These are just 
two out of many. 
 
 
 

https://www.bluestarmothers.org/service-flag
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 8, page 3) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 8, page 9) 
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1
 "Blue Star Banner," The American Legion, accessed 2020 July 12, https://www.legion.org/troops/bluestar. 

2
 The American Legion. 

https://www.legion.org/troops/bluestar

