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View from the Other Side 
 

It is difficult for people on opposing sides of an issue to see things from a perspective other than their 
own. When the issue is a war, it is nearly impossible.  
 
Those of us who grew up watching war movies only saw "good guys" and "bad guys." The "good guys" 
on our side almost always prevailed over the "bad guys" in the end. Even if there had been another 
viewpoint presented, it would have been very uncomfortable for us.  
 
There have been some excellent motion pictures that provided insightful perspectives on the opposing 
side. "All Quiet on the Western Front," following a squad of German soldiers during World War I, is an 
antiwar classic.1 "Das Boot" took us inside a German U-boat in the early days of World War II.2 More 
recently, Clint Eastwood's "Letters from Iwo Jima" depicted the 1945 battle of Iwo Jima through the eyes 
of several Japanese characters.3 
 
In real life outside of Hollywood, interviews, diaries, and letters are valuable primary sources for viewing 
other people's perspectives. Soldiers in combat were usually prohibited from keeping diaries and letters 
were often burned to prevent the enemy from gaining information from them should they fall into 
enemy hands.  
 
The following article from the La Crosse Tribune prints excerpts from the diary of a Japanese soldier who 
died defending the island of Iwo Jima from United States Marines. 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 15, page 3) 
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