1945 February 26-March 4
Red Cross War Fund Drive

Keeping Home Ties Secure. .. Giving Plasma to the Wounded. ..
Giving Sustenance to the Interned. . . The Red Cross Lends a Hand!

Words can only enumerate the services ex-
fended by the Red Cross fo service men and
shelr families. But words can't begin fo con-
wvey the security a fellow ¢verseas feels when
he knows the Red Cross Fn; enabled his wife
1o be operated on: or the heartfelt thanks of
@ discharged man in uniform whom the Red
Cross helps back to a niche in civilian life even
in the face of disability] Nor can words quite

tell what it means when the Red Cross makes
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it possible to get home to see--perhaps for the
last time--a dad or mother critically ill. Can
words express what an interned American
feels when the Red .Cross passes him a box of 3
food, smokes, mail from home? But let oﬁl;'
words fail!  Don’t you fail to support the Red
Cross by giving now-and giving more-to
keep it at his side! Your Red Cross money goes

far--in miles, and in servicemen’s smiles!
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1945 Red Cross War Fund Financial Drive Starts March st

La Crosse Tribune, 1945 February 27, page 3

The local Committee for Victory ran advertisements every week for various war causes. This week they
are promoting the Red Cross War Fund drive.



Several local businesses also encouraged members of the community to give.

~ DOERFLINGER'S

La Crosse Tribune, 1945 March 4, page 14

La Crosse County was expected to raise $60,000 toward the nationwide goal of $200,000,000. The aim
was to have" every family give from $5.00 to $10.00, every hired man $5.00, and other single adults at
least $2.00 or $3.00 or more."!



La Crosse Mayor J. J. Verchota issued a proclamation citing all the good done by the Red Cross, and he
proclaimed March 1945 as American Red Cross month.2

The campaign began with a meeting of the county chairmen and co-chairmen. Speakers were Ray Bice
(whose son was serving in the Navy in the Pacific Theater) and Mrs. Rexford Mitchell. Bice said, "The
people on the home front should give all they have and make the greatest sacrifice." He said the funds
were needed to help those who have suffered in the war, while Mrs. Mitchell talked about the Red Cross
blood collections, surgical dressings, sweaters, and kit bags for servicemen.?

Another service provided by the Red Cross was emergency communication and travel for servicemen
and their families. In January 1945, the local Red Cross handled 537 "home service cases."*

The American Red Cross had been established by Clara Barton in 1881. A volunteer nurse during the Civil
War, Barton traveled to Europe after the war where she learned of the Red Cross in Switzerland. Barton

returned intent on establishing the organization in the United States. She served as first president of the
American Red Cross for 23 years.®

Clara Barton; photograph by Matthew Brady
(American Red Cross)

World War Il was undoubtedly the most challenging mission for the American Red Cross in its history. It
provided invaluable support to servicemen and their families at home and abroad.
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Ask General Eisenhower
what your RED .FROSS is doing
for our Fighting Men
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By 1945, the American Red Cross had 39,000 paid staff and coordinated 7.5 million volunteers. They
provided services to 16 million servicemen during World War Il. The Red Cross personnel provided relief
supplies to civilians, operated clubs for servicemen, and were attached to medical facilities. They sent
care packages to servicemen, including prisoners of war in Germany. At home, they provided civil
defense and safety training.®



]

The Red Cross even operated mobile clubs called clubmobiles staffed by women known as "Donut

Dollies."”

ERNIE PYLE Says:

"This is your Red Cross”

“Something Fine to Behold”

VERYWHERE I went there was

— the American Red Cross giving
its services to our fighting men. Itis
something fine to behold, this touch
of home which the men and women

Red Cross workers are able to bring
to our troops abroad. When the Red Cross opens up
in a new war theater, its growth has to be as fast as
the growth of the Army. The way clubs spring up
overnight in newly occupied centers, the way res-
taurants and dances and movies and clubmobiles and
doughnut factories mushroom into life all over a new

country, is something that still astonishes me, Right

By Ernie Pyle
in the field with their vegiments are the Red Cross
field directors, who act as a link between the soldiers
and their homes.

In most of the hospitals, doing the recreational
and welfare work for which the nurses can spare so
little time, are the Red Cross hospital girls. -With
every medical unit are countless quantities of the in-
dispensable blood plasma made from the voluntary
blood domations of the A}herican people.

Our soldiers and sail#wrs abroad literally worship
the Red Cross, and I personally can find nothing but
praise to say about its pi‘ggram as I saw it in opera-
tion.
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Seventy-five years after the end of World War Il, the American Red Cross continues to provide valuable
services to our communities. To learn more, see: https://www.redcross.org/local/wisconsin/about-

us/locations/southwest-chapter.html.

Jeff Rand
Adult Services Librarian
La Crosse Public Library
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