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Memorial Day 1945 
 

Memorial Day, the day we remember the men and women who have died in the armed forces of our 
country, has a long tradition. Major General John A. Logan, a Civil War veteran and head of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, an organization for Union veterans of the Civil War, established Decoration Day on 
May 5, 1868. He said Decoration Day should be observed on May 30 every year by decorating the graves 
of men killed in the nation's wars. Although there had been similar local ceremonies around the country 
before that, the first official observance was by 5,000 people at Arlington National Cemetery near 
Washington D. C. in 1868. Several cities have claimed to be the birthplace of Decoration Day, now called 
Memorial Day, but Congress and President Lyndon Johnson in 1966 officially named Waterloo, New 
York, as the birthplace because of its May 5, 1866, ceremony to honor local Civil War veterans.1  
 
Partly because of lobbying by the travel industry and labor unions, Congress passed the Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act in 1968 to create legal public holidays as three-day holiday weekends. Starting in 
1971, Memorial Day was observed the last Monday in May every year.2 
 
While many Americans view the "first weekend of summer" as a time for travel, picnics, or an extra day 
to do yard work, veterans’ organizations such as the American Legion have continued the tradition of 
honoring our war dead with solemn ceremonies in local cemeteries. These typically include a parade, a 
speech, patriotic music, the firing of a 21-gun salute, and the playing of "Taps." Youth organizations 
often decorate graves with flowers, harkening back to the original Decoration Day.  
 
In May 1945, every man who had given his life in World War II, as well as all of those in previous wars, 
were a reason for remembrance and reflection by the people of La Crosse County. 
 

https://armyhistory.org/general-john-a-logan-memorial-day-founder/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/garintro.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/garintro.html
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-82/pdf/STATUTE-82-Pg250-3.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-82/pdf/STATUTE-82-Pg250-3.pdf
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 29, page 1) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 29, page 4) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 29, page 6) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 31, page 1) 

 
 



6 
 

 
 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 31, page 20) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 31, page 20) 
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