1945 May 28-June 3
Memorial Day 1945

Memorial Day, the day we remember the men and women who have died in the armed forces of our
country, has a long tradition. Major General John A. Logan, a Civil War veteran and head of the Grand
Army of the Republic, an organization for Union veterans of the Civil War, established Decoration Day on
May 5, 1868. He said Decoration Day should be observed on May 30 every year by decorating the graves
of men killed in the nation's wars. Although there had been similar local ceremonies around the country
before that, the first official observance was by 5,000 people at Arlington National Cemetery near
Washington D. C. in 1868. Several cities have claimed to be the birthplace of Decoration Day, now called
Memorial Day, but Congress and President Lyndon Johnson in 1966 officially named Waterloo, New
York, as the birthplace because of its May 5, 1866, ceremony to honor local Civil War veterans.!

Partly because of lobbying by the travel industry and labor unions, Congress passed the Uniform
Monday Holiday Act in 1968 to create legal public holidays as three-day holiday weekends. Starting in
1971, Memorial Day was observed the last Monday in May every year.?

While many Americans view the "first weekend of summer" as a time for travel, picnics, or an extra day
to do yard work, veterans’ organizations such as the American Legion have continued the tradition of
honoring our war dead with solemn ceremonies in local cemeteries. These typically include a parade, a
speech, patriotic music, the firing of a 21-gun salute, and the playing of "Taps." Youth organizations
often decorate graves with flowers, harkening back to the original Decoration Day.

In May 1945, every man who had given his life in World War I, as well as all of those in previous wars,
were a reason for remembrance and reflection by the people of La Crosse County.


https://armyhistory.org/general-john-a-logan-memorial-day-founder/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/garintro.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/main/gar/garintro.html
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-82/pdf/STATUTE-82-Pg250-3.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-82/pdf/STATUTE-82-Pg250-3.pdf
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ned for 9:45 a. m.
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exp! 2 tholic cemetery
section will be the first one in the
parade.

The parade is to leave Fourth
and King streets, going east on
King to West avenue, where it
will divide. The c ceme-
tery section will turn south on
West avenue to Cass, go east on
Cass to 22nd, south on 22nd to
Market and then east'on Market
to the cemetery.

The other two
parade will turn
{avenue and over

sections of the
north on West
Forrest avenue

to La Crosse street and the Oak
Grove cemetery.

Immediately upon arrival, high
school students will place flowers
on the graves of soldier, sailor,
marine and war nurse dead under
the direction of members of the
citizens' decorating committee.
The programs in the Catholic and
Oak Grove cemeteries will follow.

At the Catholic cemetery the
address will be given by the Rev,
Stanley Andrzejewski, while at
Oak Grove the speaker will be
the Rev. Christopher Boland.

Members of the civil air patrol,
Capt. C. L. McCall, commanting
officer said, are to meet on: the
Market Square at 8:30 a. m. Wed-
nesday. ey are to be in uni-
form. Former members of the
CAP also -are urged to-join the
unit in marching.
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MEMORIAL DAY *

: Heroes are not born. Circumstances create them.
Men who have lived the simplest, homespun lives in
time of peace—in defending the ideals they live by,
the homes they treasure, the families they love—are
capable of the most heroic deéds. So on this Memorial
Day we honor not just the famous es in history
books recounting the Civil War and the wars after
it in which the United States has engaged: but we

also honor the men and boys who lived as average
Americans—and who died true heroes.

* Kk K

LA CROSSE LAUNDRY

And CLEANING COMPANY
Gohn. D. Ward — Jhe, W, Ward |

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 29, page 4)



LA CROSSE TRIBUNE

Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods;
wherefore I will deliver you no more—Judges
10 13.

"Honored Dead

the fourth Memorial Day of this war,

the bugles will sound taps around the

world in tribute to Americans who have given

“the last full measure of devotion” in this
and other wars.

Each succeeding May 30 has seen the
battle lines grow and the number of hallow-
ed places where lie the dead increase until
now the consecrated ground and the waters |
which silently received the casualties of war |
onthehighmsgirdthe globe.

Throughout America grateful Americans
will assemble in’ burying grounds, on old
battlefields and beside the waters to pay rev-
erent tribute to men whose love of country
was greater than love of life. They made Vic-
tory in the war in Europe possible.

Nor is it forgotten that in the great in-
dustrial struggle behind’ the battle lines,
many lives have been lost. Men have taken
risks that good safety practice would forbid
in normal times, and many have paid with
their lives, faithful to country and conscience
as long as strength held ouf.”

Soldiers die for a cause. In dying they have
made their ultimate contnbunon and can do
no more. The pulsatmg life which activated
them to stake all for an ideal has ended. Their
cause is henceforth irrevocably committed to
those who still tread the earth.

From Memorial Day devotions and formal
_ celebrations by military pageant, the youth
of the land draw the spiritual sustenance to
nourish a great. tradition.

Thus does the sacrifice of the heroic dead
become the inspiration of youth in search of
a way of life and a goal worthy of the best
in the creed and purpose of free men.

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 29, page 6)




Parade Largest In History;

La Crosse lits largest Mem-
orial Day observance in history
Wednesday, | and with perfect
weuther conditions.

Thousdnds of adults and chil-
dren took partin the parade open-
ing the day’s | activities;, which
marl the fourth World war 2
obsertance of Memorial Day here
and in the nation.

Countless other thousands, rang-
ing from little tots too small to
join mothers and sisters in the
marching columns to adults, lined
the streets over which the proces-
sion passed.

Bougquets of flowers were held
by hundreds of those along the
sidelines. as they halted a few
minutes prior to -going to ceme-
teries to decorate graves of mem-
bers of their families.

Many of the parade spectators
later went to the Oak Grove and
Catholic cemeteries to hear the
programs that followed the decor-
ating of graves of soldier, sailor,
marine and war nurse dead by
high school students.

Hold Field Mass

A field mass was held at the
Catholic cemetery, it being the first
ever attempted on Memorial Day.
A large platform for the altar was
erected in the new section ‘of the
cemetery. A choir of students as-
sisted in the services. 4

At the program in_that ceme-
tery, the Memorial Day address
was given by Rev. S -
drzejewski. At Oak Grove ceme-
tery the speaker was the Rev.
Christopher Boland. {

Veterans' graves in the Jewish
ahd Woodlawn cemeteries were
décorated during the morning by
a citizens’ committee, but there
were no programs in those places.
The Campbell celnmry program

Weather Conditions Perfect

The morn hawever, was a bit
toward the chilly side.
A shift in the wind Tuesday

morning caused  the threatened
storm -moving up the valley from|
Jowa to veer the south-
east. As a result, the only Elol{#l

visible during the day were
fleecy kind associated with pleas-
ant weather. i

There were countless boats on
the rivers, hs and lakes in
the area throughout the day, as
ishermen tried their luck in the
face of unfavorable conditions, as

=

the water was and still rising
as the result of week’s heavy
rains,. The Mi ppi most
other’ waterways were somewhat
muddy. 4 :
Parade Starts Promptly

Judge R. V. Ahlstrom, general
chairman of the; city’s Memorial
Day observance s e
parade from Fourth and ing
streets promptly at 9 a. m. For
more than an hour prior to the
stay times, groups began to
assemble in Cameron park and on
the Market street.

The parade went east on King
to West avenue, where it divided.
The first section south on
West avenue to Cass, east on

ass to 22nd, south on 22nd to
Market and ‘east on t to the

Grove cemetery, ‘which

In the first section were the
VFW colors and

was held

Following the morning ceme-
tery programs, hundred of families
went to parks in the city and
county for picnics. the afternoon
being sufficiently warm to be com-

Francis nurses’ bands, and
from all of the .city’s Catholic
schools. i

The other two sections included
the American ion_ col

fortable without coats and jackets.

(See MEMORIAL DAY, page 18.)
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lution. A group of horseback rid~ ——
ers took part: while heading the
parade were the mounted mar-
ghais, Dr. Paul Gatterdam and
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 31, page 1)
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— ; y " —All Tribune Photos
La Crosse’s Coast Guard Reserve made a snappy appearance in uniform in La Crosse’'s Memorial Day parade Wedresday. The

vesefve was led by its commanding officer, Ensign Russell Aldrich. )

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 31, page 20)



Mmm'hu"ﬂoated overLaCrossecemeteries
Wednesday at the conclusion of annial Memorial Day programs,
Don Mattson was the buzler at Oak Grove cemetery.

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 May 31, page 20)



Jeff Rand

Adult Services Librarian
La Crosse Public Library
jrand@lacrosselibrary.org
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