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1945 July 30-August 5 
 

Care Packages from Home 
 

The Hallmark Channel recently advertised their Christmas in July movie marathon. It seems there is a 
presumed demand for seeing snow (of the fake variety), Christmas trees, colorfully-wrapped presents, 
and those heartwarming family holiday stories that Hallmark is known for, all while we swelter in the 
heat of summer, viewing our green lawns turning brown for lack of precipitation of the liquid, rather 
than frozen, variety. Or at least Hallmark hopes that is what we want to watch. Personally, pass.  
 
Seventy-five years ago, residents of La Crosse County were getting a head start on Christmas in a very 
different way. The local Red Cross chapter set a quota of 10,800 Christmas packages to be assembled for 
servicemen and women overseas. The expectation was that the war with Japan would continue through 
the end of the year and longer. There would still be a lot of military personnel overseas during Christmas 
in 1945. 
 

 
 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 31, page 4) 
 
The American Red Cross performed a wide variety of services for armed forces personnel during World 
War II. Care packages for those overseas, including packages for prisoners of war, were one of its 

https://www.redcross.org/content/dam/redcross/National/history-wwii.pdf
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important contributions to the welfare of military men and women. The Red Cross put together over 30 
million "comfort kits" during World War II.1 The Red Cross continues to provide comfort kits to American 
soldiers containing personal hygiene items and snacks.2   
 
Besides the sheer number of packages that had to be put together, there was another reason for getting 
an early start on this project ---logistics. During the previous year, Christmas cards and packages for 
service personnel overseas had to mailed between September 15 and October 15, 1944, to ensure 
delivery by Christmas. Packages were not to "exceed five pounds in weight or 15 inches in length, or 36 
inches in length and girth combined.3 
 

 
 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 August 1, page 7) 
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As with so many other home front projects during the war, the women of La Crosse County provided a 
lot of the labor to get the job done. 
 
The monetary value of everything in the Red Cross Christmas package was minuscule compared to the 
morale value of receiving a gift from home when one is far from home.  
 
Jeff Rand 
Adult Services Librarian 
La Crosse Public Library 
jrand@lacrosselibrary.org 
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