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1945 November 19-25 

Giving Thanks in 1945 
 

 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 November 22, page 1) 

Thanksgiving Day 1945 was the first one for several years not celebrated under the clouds of war.  

How different was this one from those during the war? 

The day after Thanksgiving in 1942, about 200 La Crosse men left for induction into the armed forces. 

Sixteen months later, forty-four of those men were still together in one unit after action in the invasion 

of Sicily and the campaign in Italy.1 

For Private Jimmy Yamane of the 100th Battalion that had trained at Camp McCoy, Thanksgiving Day 

1943 was spent  "shivering on a high hill under enemy fire" in Italy. His holiday meal was C-rations. In an 

early January 1944 letter to Hazel Lawrynk of Stoddard ("Mom Hazel" to this soldier from Hawaii), 

Yamane wrote that he crawled three miles over rocky hills to reach an aid station after being wounded 

by shell fragments in his left calf. His Purple Heart medal was tossed to him while he was lying face 

down on a stretcher.2 

Private First Class Gerald Haldorson of 2121 La Crosse Street, fighting in the hills of Leyte with the 32nd 

Division, did have a tin of turkey on Thanksgiving Day 1944. But it had to be shared among three men, 

and "the trimmings" consisted of K-rations. This was at the height of the monsoon season, so rain- 

soaked  jungle substituted for dining-room ambiance.3 

https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Features/story/Article/1933268/c-rats-fueled-troops-during-and-after-world-war-ii/
http://www.kration.info/
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The War Department made a good-faith effort to get holiday meals to troops all over the world, even in 

prisoner-of-war camps. For Thanksgiving in 1944, the military supply lines moved more than 35 million 

pounds of turkey, one million pounds of mincemeat, 18 million pounds of cranberries, and nineteen 

percent of the entire production of pumpkin puree to men and women in the armed forces. Twelve-

ounce cans of turkey were shipped to Switzerland for distribution by the Red Cross to POW camps.4 It 

was claimed that turkey was supplied to every U.S. soldier on the frontlines in the European Theater.5 

 

(Bangor Independent, 1945 November 22, page 2) 

With the huge requirements of the armed forces, civilians had to do without some traditional foods in 

1944. The few turkeys that were available were "grade C" meaning most were "rejected by the armed 

services because of broken wings, improper fattening, underweight or other defects." The Office of Price 

Administration set a maximum price of 47 cents a pound for grade C turkeys.6 

In 1945, civilian shoppers were hampered by a general shortage of meat. Most meat markets in La 

Crosse had just "sausages, hamburger, and wieners" available for sale. Butter for lefsa, squash, sweet 

potatoes, and dinner rolls was also in short supply.7 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 November 19, page 11) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 November 21, page 3) 



5 
 

 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 November 22, page 6) 
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For all the talk of food, that, of course, was not then and is not now the most important part of 

Thanksgiving.  Many thousands of men and women were home, safe, and secure with their families, 

even though many thousands more were still in distant lands. Even those who were absent from the 

Thanksgiving table could at least enjoy the holiday in peace and security. That alone was enough to be 

extra thankful for in November 1945. 
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