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1945 June 11-17 
 

The Guitar That Played Sweet Music 
 

Thousands of soldiers trained at nearby Camp McCoy during World War II. With hundreds of local young 
men stationed in far-flung places during the war, there had to be an effect on the dating scene. 
Numerous relationships and marriages resulted from soldiers at Camp McCoy visiting and otherwise 
coming in contact with local women. 
 
The relationship between Phyllis Hohmann of Onalaska and a 2nd Infantry Division soldier from 
Oklahoma named Glen Kellar had a special twist. Before Kellar shipped overseas, Hohmann gave him a 
guitar. The guitar was shared by the men in Kellar's company.  As related in the following newspaper 
article, Hohmann got back both the guitar and her man. Phyllis Hohmann and Glen Kellar were married 
on June 8, 1945.1 
 
Kellar's 2nd Infantry Division dated from November 1917 in the First World War. In World War II, they 
trained at Camp McCoy before being shipped to the European Theater of Operations in October 1943. 
The division landed in France on June 8, 1944, two days after the D-Day invasion of Normandy, and then 
endured 303 days of combat, suffering almost 26,000 casualties from all causes. Kellar's 2nd Engineer 
Combat Battalion provided construction and demolition services to the three infantry regiments that 
were the core of the division, as well as for other supporting units.2 Kellar was a member of the 
Headquarters and Service Company (H & S) of the battalion.3 
 
The 2nd Infantry Division's "Indianhead" insignia patch was well-known in La Crosse County because of 
its time spent at Camp McCoy. 
 

 
(Medals of America) 

https://www.olpl.org/documents/2ndInfantryDivision1946.pdf
https://history.army.mil/html/books/010/10-4/CMH_Pub_10-4.pdf
https://history.army.mil/html/books/010/10-4/CMH_Pub_10-4.pdf
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 June 17, page 4) 
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Music had its place in the war. For soldiers far from home, it provided a peaceful interlude from the 
horrors of war and perhaps a reminder or memory of home and the people awaiting their return. For a 
young woman from Onalaska, and a young soldier from Oklahoma, one special guitar played sweet 
music indeed. 
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