1945 June 11-17

The Guitar That Played Sweet Music

Thousands of soldiers trained at nearby Camp McCoy during World War Il. With hundreds of local young
men stationed in far-flung places during the war, there had to be an effect on the dating scene.
Numerous relationships and marriages resulted from soldiers at Camp McCoy visiting and otherwise
coming in contact with local women.

The relationship between Phyllis Hohmann of Onalaska and a 2nd Infantry Division soldier from
Oklahoma named Glen Kellar had a special twist. Before Kellar shipped overseas, Hohmann gave him a
guitar. The guitar was shared by the men in Kellar's company. As related in the following newspaper
article, Hohmann got back both the guitar and her man. Phyllis Hohmann and Glen Kellar were married
onlJune 8§, 1945}

Kellar's 2nd Infantry Division dated from November 1917 in the First World War. In World War Il, they
trained at Camp McCoy before being shipped to the European Theater of Operations in October 1943.
The division landed in France on June 8, 1944, two days after the D-Day invasion of Normandy, and then
endured 303 days of combat, suffering almost 26,000 casualties from all causes. Kellar's 2nd Engineer
Combat Battalion provided construction and demolition services to the three infantry regiments that
were the core of the division, as well as for other supporting units.” Kellar was a member of the
Headquarters and Service Company (H & S) of the battalion.?

The 2nd Infantry Division's "Indianhead" insignia patch was well-known in La Crosse County because of
its time spent at Camp McCoy.

(Medals of America)


https://www.olpl.org/documents/2ndInfantryDivision1946.pdf
https://history.army.mil/html/books/010/10-4/CMH_Pub_10-4.pdf
https://history.army.mil/html/books/010/10-4/CMH_Pub_10-4.pdf
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Complete Story Of 18 Men, a guitar and the battle of Elsenborn is printed on the bnck of this
guitar which Mr. and Mrs. Glen Kellar reminisce over now that he is home from overseas duty and
has received a discharge. The guitar was given Kellar and the men of H and S company of the Sec-
ond Engineers battalion formerly stationed at Camp McCoy by Mrs, Kellar, who was Phyllis Hoh-
mann, Onalaska before her marriage on June 8.

Henry Hartman, Texas; James
Blackwell, Ill,; Odell Francis, Col-
orado; Clarence Martzall and By-
ron Williams, Pennsylvania.
Finally Lieut. Locke mailed the
gmtar back to Onalaska. During
its overseas travels, three new sets
of strings had been used. The key-
‘board had lost most of its paint

ifrom contirual playing.

One of the men painted the com-
plete list of places and names of
the men on the back of the guitar,
which form the entire story of their
World war II adventures.

Phyllis and Sgt. Kellar were
married in La Crosse on June 8.
He received a medical discharge on
May 12, «although he had accumu-
lated 85 points and would have

been eligible for release on the
ing system. Kellar was in com-
ggt or 75 days, during which time
he had seven days of relief,
* Mr. and Mrs. Kellar plan to live
in Borden, Tex., after their honey-
moon. Kellar will be employed by
the Philips Petyol company. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Kel-
ler, R. 2, Nowata, Okla.

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 June 17, page 4)



Music had its place in the war. For soldiers far from home, it provided a peaceful interlude from the
horrors of war and perhaps a reminder or memory of home and the people awaiting their return. For a
young woman from Onalaska, and a young soldier from Oklahoma, one special guitar played sweet
music indeed.

Jeff Rand

Adult Services Librarian
La Crosse Public Library
jrand@lacrosselibrary.org
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