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1945 June 25 - July 1 
 

A Letter from Home 
 

Since we are halfway through the year 1945 in La Crosse County newspaper articles about 
World War II, now is as good a time as any to point out a weekly feature in the La Crosse 
Tribune during the war era.  
 
In every Sunday edition of the La Crosse Tribune, there is "A Letter from Home" written by a 
female member of the Tribune staff. Despite the large number of women serving in the military, 
it always started out with the salutation, "Hi Fella!" Then it summarized the happenings of the 
week in La Crosse and vicinity. This is the place where men and women in the service may have 
first learned that people they had grown up with or went to school with had been killed, 
wounded, captured, or listed as missing. It included the main stories from the newspaper 
during that week, as well as weather and sports. There was also more mundane news of the 
sort that would have been passed by the casual conversation in streets and backyards. The 
feature always closed with the first name of the writer. By this time in 1945, it was "Vee." 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 July 1, page 9) 
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When the year began, the writer was Lynne. Here is her first "letter" in January 1945. 
 

 
 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 January 7, page 7) 
 

We never learned anything about Lynne, besides seeing her name at the end of this weekly 
column. Lynne carried on until her last letter on April 1, 1945. 
 
The following week, the letter writer became "Dottie." 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 April 8, page 9) 

 
The true identity of "Dottie" was revealed in the La Crosse Tribune on June 17. There was no 
"Letter from Home" on June 17 because Dottie was busy getting married to an Army 
paratrooper, Lt. George Denno, from Pawtucket, Rhode Island. "Dottie" was Dorothy Roust of 
Red Wing, Minnesota, and a January 1945 graduate of La Crosse State Teachers College with a 
major in physical education. She had worked at the La Crosse Tribune since her graduation. 
Denno and Roust were married in the home of Mrs. E. E. Dow at 216 South 16th Street in La 
Crosse.1 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 June 17, page 8) 

 
With Dottie honeymooning in Rhode Island, "Vee" made her debut on June 24, 1945.2 
 
This weekly column was probably clipped and mailed to men and women stationed around the 
world who hungered for any local news. Besides letters from their families and sweethearts, "A 
Letter From Home" was one of the lifelines that connected them to the place they came from 
no matter how far they were away from home. 
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1
 "Dorothy Roust, Rhode Island Man Mid-June Home Pair," La Crosse Tribune, La Crosse, Wisconsin, 1945 June 15, 

page 7. 
2
 "A Letter From Home," La Crosse Tribune, La Crosse, Wisconsin, 1945 June 24, page 3. 


