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1945 December 3-9 

A Veteran's Perspective on Civilian Life 

 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 December 9, page 9) 

Warren Fosdick, recently discharged from the Army Air Force, wrote this week's "A Letter From Home," 

and it gives some insight on what returning veterans faced in the La Crosse area at the end of 1945. He 
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mentions a shortage of civilian clothing and automobiles, both of which were in short supply all during 

the war as production emphasized military equipment and goods. He also writes of the glut of applicants 

for spots in higher education institutions as returning veterans seek to resume or start their college 

educations, perhaps with help from the G. I. Bill. 

Warren E. Fosdick was born in La Crosse on October 26, 1924, to Mr. and Mrs. Leslie M. Fosdick.1 His 

mother's name was Alice, and the family lived at 2139 Charles Street. Warren was their only child.2 

Fosdick graduated from Logan High School in 1943.3 He participated in several sports while in high 

school. Fosdick was the intermediate boys' champion in the January 1941 Police Novice Skate Meet at 

the [Pettibone] Lagoon rink.4 He was a 184-pound running back on the football team.5 Fosdick was also a 

shot-putter for the track team.6 

Soon after his high school graduation, Fosdick volunteered for the Army Air Force. He left La Crosse on 

August 6, 1945, for induction at Milwaukee and then was transported the same day to Camp Grant at 

Rockford, Illinois, for processing.7 

Fosdick received extensive training in the United States at several Army Air Force installations. He was at 

Nashville, Tennessee, in February 1944.8 A few months later, he was selected for navigator training.9 

Fosdick became an aviation cadet in the pre-flight school at Maxwell Field in Alabama.10  On November 

23, 1944, Fosdick was commissioned as a 2nd Lt. in the Army Air Force after completing training as a 

bombardier and a navigator for medium bomber aircraft.11 

 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1944 December 6, page 2) 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/history.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Grant_(Illinois)
https://www.al.com/news/montgomery/2015/07/vintage_photos_show_how_maxwel.html
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That was followed by more training in aerial navigation that he completed on July 14, 1945. After a 15-

day leave home, Fosdick reported to Selman Field, Lousiana, for reassignment.12 

The war ended before Fosdick could be sent overseas, so he joined the legions of men and women 

discharged in the last quarter of 1945. 

Fosdick's guest turn writing for the La Crosse Tribune on December 9, 1945, seen above, turned into a 

career. He graduated from the University of Minnesota School of Journalism in December 1948, and 

then he became a reporter for the La Crosse Tribune.13 

On May 10, 1952, Warren Fosdick married Jean Marie Ahrens of La Crosse at the Cargill Parish House.14 

Fosdick was a city hall reporter for the La Crosse Tribune for five years, and Jean's father, Henry Ahrens, 

was the mayor of La Crosse.15 Jean, a 1943 graduate of La Crosse Central High School, and a graduate of 

Carroll College in Waukesha, Wisconsin, worked in the La Crosse City Clerk's office from 1948 to 1953.16 

Fosdick left the La Crosse Tribune in November 1953 to join the staff of the Memphis (Tennessee) 

Commercial-Appeal.17 

After just two years in Memphis, Warren and Jean Fosdick moved to Sarasota, Florida, in 1955.18 Warren 

was a staff writer for the St. Petersburg Times, and Jean worked as a teller for First Federal Savings & 

Loan before being promoted to assistant treasurer.19 She continued to work in the banking field until her 

retirement in 1986.20 

 

(Sarasota [Florida] Herald-Tribune, 1961 January 1, page 15) 

Warren and Jean Fosdick were divorced in June 1962 in Sarasota, Florida.21 

Jean married Carl Worth Hughes of Sarasota in 1967.22 

https://www.thenewsstar.com/story/news/local/2016/05/27/navigation-school-monroe-nations-largest/84927028/
https://www.carrollu.edu/
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On December 22, 1972, Warren Fosdick, Army Air Force veteran and newspaper reporter, died tragically 

in a drowning accident at Miami Beach, Florida, when he was 48 years old. He was buried with military 

honors in the Paradise Memorial Park Cemetery in Hialeah, Florida.23 

Carl and Jean Hughes retired to Homosassa Springs, Florida, in 1990. Carl died on April 1, 1994, and Jean 

died just 12 days later, on April 13, 1994, in a nursing home in Crystal River, Florida.24 

 

Jeff Rand 
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La Crosse Public Library 

jrand@lacrosselibrary.org 
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