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1945 December 24-31 
 

We Have Nylons! 
 

 
 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 December 28, page 5) 
 

When we see news stories about people waiting in line for concert tickets, the latest iPhone, or Black 
Friday shopping,  have you ever said, "The only thing I would ever wait in line for is [fill in the blank]." 
 
On  December  28, 1945, hundreds of people lined up for the chance to buy nylon stockings in La Crosse. 
This may be hard for us to understand, with our store shelves overflowing with almost everything 
imaginable (we are not even going to bring up online shopping), without some context. 
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Wallace Carothers and a team of inventors at DuPont created nylon yarn in 1935. Part of the process for 
"Polymer 66" was steaming, which gave the fiber a sheer finish. Originally called "No-Run" stockings, the 
name had to change because prototypes were plagued with lots of runs.  The name "Nylon" was made 
up during a brainstorming session. Production started in secret in 1937, and nylon stockings were 
demonstrated at the New York World's Fair in April 1939. When they first went on sale on October 24, 
1939, women flocked to the few stores that stocked them.1 
 

 
 

Nylon stockings, 1939 
 

(crfashionbook.com) 
 

The anticipation of better female hosiery created great demand before nylon stockings were generally 
available. Hosiery was a huge part of the women's fashion market. Before nylons, women were spending 
$400,000,000 a year for silk stockings.2 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wallace_Carothers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1939_New_York_World%27s_Fair
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(The Edinburg Daily Courier, Edinburg, Indiana, 1940 February 24, page 3) 
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When "Nylon Day" finally came on May 15, 1940, there was a nationwide rush to stores. In what was 
described as "the event they have awaited for more than a year," women crowded two or three deep at 
counters to buy nylon hosiery. Buyers were limited to two pairs the first day because supplies were 
limited. Nylons were touted to have these advantages over silk stockings: 

• would not snag or run as easily 

• keep their shape longer 

• "they are entrancingly sheer" 

• not as susceptible to spotting3 
 

 
 

Happy stocking shoppers, 1940 
 

(crfashionbook.com) 
 
In the 1940s, hosiery on women was as ubiquitous as hats on men. A person was not really dressed 
without it. 
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(The Knoxville Journal, Knoxville, Tennessee, 1940 April 5, page 1) 
 

The popularity of nylon stockings grew rapidly. 
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(Greenville Daily Advocate, Greenville, Ohio, 1941 February 13, page 12) 
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Women were able to enjoy this innovation for only about two years before it was no longer available 
because World War II even affected women's clothing. By March 1942, nylon stockings disappeared 
from stores. After April 1, almost all women's hosiery was made from cotton or rayon.4 
 
During the war, nylon was needed for multiple military uses. Parachutes, glider tow ropes, rescue ropes, 
tire fabrics, flak and fragment protection body vests, plasma filters, anti-blackout suits for pilots, and 
mosquito netting were some of the items made out of nylon.5 
 
Women were encouraged to give up the nylons they had for recycling into war material. 
 

 
 

(crfashionbook.com) 
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Besides wearing cotton and rayon stockings, women resorted to "liquid stockings" applied from a bottle 
(much like the sunless tanning lotion available now). 
 

 
 

Liquid stockings from a bottle 
 

(Glamourdaze.com) 
 
 
 

https://glamourdaze.com/2015/05/1940s-war-fashion-liquid-stockings.html
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Drawing a simulated stocking seam with eyeliner 
 

(Glamourdaze.com) 
 

When hostilities ended in August 1945, E. I. DuPont De Nemours company announced that plants in 
Seaford, Delaware, and Martinsville, Virginia, had already started full capacity production of nylon yarn 
for civilian use. The company said it could make enough nylon to manufacture 360 million pairs of 
hosiery for the stocking-starved women of the United States.6 
 
On December 28, 1945, the first appearance of nylon stockings in La Crosse caused a frenzy similar to 
the initial large-scale sale of them on May 15, 1940. We do not know how long the Montgomery Ward 
nylon stock lasted that day.  
 
Like nylon stockings, housing in La Crosse was in such short supply that one veteran offered six pairs of 
nylon stockings as a bonus for renting him any structure to live in.7 

https://glamourdaze.com/2015/05/1940s-war-fashion-liquid-stockings.html
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(crfashionbook.com) 
 

Although there were still shortages of some goods for a while, American industry geared up to produce 
the items that civilians had been conserving or doing without during the war years. Nylon stockings were 
a sign that things were getting back to normal after four very long years. 
 
Jeff Rand 
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