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Veterans Memorial Park Dedication 
 
Veterans Memorial Park near West Salem has been enjoyed by campers, picnickers, fishermen, and 
many others for many decades. Anita Doering, archivist at the La Crosse Public Library, has written a 
history of the park from its origin at a different location as Waterloo Park in the early 1900s, to its 
relocation near Highway 16 in 1936, to its renaming as Veterans Memorial Park in 1945, to its expansion 
in the 1990s. 
 
At a La Crosse County board meeting in February 1945, supervisor Louis G. Nelson introduced a 
resolution to rename Waterloo Park. He proposed the name be changed to Veterans' Memorial Park in 
honor of La Crosse County veterans of World War I and World War II.  He said there should be an 
appropriate plaque at the park entrance. In the La Crosse Tribune article about this meeting, Nelson's 
resolution was sandwiched between proposals to list delinquent property taxes and to appoint two full-
time sheriff's deputies to crack down on gambling devices. At the same meeting, the board questioned 
the legality of contributing $5,000 toward a "war veterans' memorial," so perhaps Nelson's resolution 
was intended as a cheaper alternative for honoring war veterans.1 
 
Nelson's resolution to rename the park was passed, in March 1945, at the next county board meeting. 
This action was accorded one sentence in the La Crosse Tribune. In the same sentence, it was noted that 
the bridge in the park would still be known as Waterloo bridge.2 
 
Although the official act of changing the park name appears to have generated little fanfare, a 
dedication committee consisting of county supervisors Jack Martin, Otto Briggs, and Louis G. Nelson 
planned a large celebration for June 24, 1945.3 
 
This week we present several newspaper articles about the park's dedication as Veterans Memorial 
Park. 
 

https://archives.lacrosselibrary.org/blog/west-salems-veterans-memorial-park/
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 June 20, page 3) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 June 22, page 1) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 June 22, page 6) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 June 24, page 2) 
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(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 June 25, page 3) 



7 
 

 
 

The bridge at Veterans' Memorial Park, West Salem, Wisconsin  
 

(Jeff Rand, 2009 May 7) 
 

 
Jeff Rand 
Adult Services Librarian 
La Crosse Public Library 
jrand@lacrosselibrary.org 
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1 "Seek Opinion About Funds," La Crosse Tribune, La Crosse, Wisconsin, 1945 February 15, page 9. 
2 "Board Votes Salary Boost," La Crosse Tribune, La Crosse, Wisconsin, 1945 March 16, page 2. 
3 "Invite All County Residents To Attend Park Dedication," La Crosse Tribune, La Crosse, Wisconsin, 1945 June 20, 
page 3. 


