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1945 January 29-February 4 

Shivering in the Dark for Victory 

In last week’s “On the Homefront” feature, we wrote about the electricity brownout instituted 

nationwide on February 1, 1945 to save coal. There was also a directive asking that interior 

temperatures be no higher than 68 degrees. 

Coal was used to heat homes too; furnaces that burned wood could also burn coal.1  

Advertisements in this week’s La Crosse Tribune showed two different takes on the brownout by local 

businesses.  

 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 January 31, page 8) 
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Cargill’s, which was one of several companies in the city that delivered coal to homes, expressed saving 

coal in tangible terms of how it would help the war effort.2  

Cargill’s was established in 1891 by W. W. Cargill as a means to distribute wood and coal. These were 

the primary fuels for home heating in La Crosse until the 1950’s when oil furnaces began to be more 

common in homes.3 Cargill’s later became Cargill Heating and Air Conditioning. The company continued 

to serve the community until it went out of business in 2013.4 

 

(La Crosse Tribune, 1945 February 1, page 13) 

Neon Supply Company, however, saw it as an opportunity to grow its business. 

Cyril Hedrick started selling neon lights and supplies in 1935. Two years later, he formed a business 

partnership with Robert Lett to create Neon Supply Co. Its first location was 312 S. 3rd Street in La 

Crosse. They moved the business to 321 S. 3rd Street about six years later.5 

Arnold Evanson and Dan Meroll bought Neon Supply Co. in May 1952. About two years later, they 

moved the business to 906 S. 3rd Street.6 

The business operated under that name at least through January 1969.7 
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 Neon Supply Co. later became Nesco Sign Co. Evanson, a U.S. Army veteran of World War II, was 

president of the company until he retired in 1985.8 

In the mid-1980's the company became Nesco-Briteway Signs at 2126 South Avenue.9 

Coupled with a Wisconsin winter, the reduction in available coal for electricity and heating made the 

early part of 1945 a cold and dark time for La Crosse and the surrounding area.  

Jeff Rand 

Adult Services Librarian 

La Crosse Public Library 
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